Ocean Choice International
January 17, 2012

Backgrounder: Export of Seafood from NL

The value of groundfish being exported whole is based on DFO’s Landings and Landed Value
by Species for 2011, as found on their website,

In the case of groundfish, whole refers to either whole round, head-on gutted or headed
and gutted. In the attached information for groundfish, only redfish, halibut, 50% of
yellowtail flounder, greysole/witch, and turbot are counted and 80.5% of landed value is
exported whole. When groundfish heads are added from the “Miscellaneous” section the
total increases to 82%. There is also other species that could be counted such as skate,
monkfish and hagfish.

In the case of shellfish, whole product forms include live lobster, crab sections and other in
the shell products.

The summary by main species group is as follows:

Species Group $ Value Total $ Value % Exported
Exported Whole Exported Whole
Groundfish 58.24 m 72.35m 80.5%
Pelagics 13.94 m 16.41m 85.0%
Molluscs 39.68 m 46.68 m 85.0%
Crustaceans 377.67 m 483.66 m 78.1%
Miscellaneous 10.36m 11.03 m 93.9%
Total $499.89 m $630.14 m 79.3%

The export of seafood from the province in these whole forms has maximized value for the
province. When the export restrictions were lifted to allow such exports it was supported by
the FFAW and other key stakeholders.

All of these species are processed either on land or at sea in federally registered processing
plants (registered with Canadian Food Inspection Agency). A job at sea is just as important
as a job on land.

OCl’s exemption requests on redfish and flatfish are nothing new, just a continuation of
policy on exporting seafood from the province to maximize value.
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